Off to Expo ’86 


By JON LARSON 


he pungent smell of 
automotive paint drifts 
through the cold interior 
of an old, brick power 
substation in a southeast 
Portland neighborhood. 
Two women stand at the sides of a 
j wooden carousel horse nearing the 
end of ils restoration. The sound of 
| masking tape as it’s peeled from its 
roll can be heard through the argu 
ment on the soap opera on a nearby 
TV set. 

The women wear heavy clothing 
to protect them from the cold and 
stand underneath a radiant electric 
heater. 

In another room, a small herd of 
beautifully restored carousel horses 
waits under the protective coverings 

| of surplus, blue operating room 

| sheets. 

| They are a somewhat eerie sight 
when backlighted by the winter sun 
shining through the large, dirty win 
dow at the far end of the room 

It is almost as if they are about to 
break out of the spell cast upon them 
years ago and continue the joyous 
prancing they had known in previous 
decades. 


. Wendell and Virginia Warren of 
Camas are part of this colorful, en 
chanting world of carousel animals. 
But most recently, their talents 
have been put to use restoring four 
merry-go-round chariots which will 
eae the long journey to Vancouver, 


The Warrens are members of The 
Portland Carousel Museum, a group 
of people devoted to rescuing old car 
ousels from the ravages of time, and 
restoring and returning them to the 
public to be enjoyed. 

Wendell “Wendy” Warren worked 
for the Camas Crown Zellerbach mill 
for37-years before he retired from his 
job as a production planner coordina 
tor. He enjoys working with the ma- 
chinery of the carousels. 

Eight years ago, he and Virginia 
went looking for a carousel horse for 
their living room. Instead they found 
a hobby which has become very cx 
citing and fulfilling. 

“[ just think they're a beautiful 
piece of art and since I've gotten into 
it, J just can’t learn enough about the 
history of the carvers and the carous- 
els,” Virginia said, 

The carousel the Warrens and 
others have worked so diligently to 
restore and send to Canada is a 1907 
Philadelphia Toboggan Company 
machine. 

It was the first carousel ever on 
which every animal moved up and 
down, or ‘pranced,” as carousel aficio- 
nados like to say. The PTC carousel, 
as well as others in the Portland 
Carousel Museum, is owned by Carol 
and Duane Perron. They serve as cu- 
rator and president of the museum's 
board of directors. 

“Like I've often said, this is a 
hobby gotten out of hand ... gotten 
way out of hand,” said Carol Perron. 

She endured 17 years of wanting a 
carousel horse before getting one. 
After that first horse, she decided to 
purchase one by another carver, then 
another. 

In a while the collection grew and 
has helped make Portland the “City 
of Carousels.” Her husband Duane 
resigned from his post as vice presi 
dent and head of marketing for US. 
National Bank in Portland, a 
company he'd worked for 27 years, 
to work at the muscum 

Carol Perron said her husband isn't 
as emotional about the carousel ani 
mals as she is. But he shares her goal 
of restoring and preserving them for 
the enjoyment of the public. 

Portland Carousel Museum carou- 


M 


The Portland Carousel Museum 
opened in November, 1981 in the 
city’s Willamette Center on 
Southwest First and Taylor. 

During the winter, the museum 
is open Friday through Tuesday, 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The rest of the 
year, however, it is open those 
hours seven days a week. 

Visitors to the museum can ride 
its carousel, see wooden animals in 
various stages of restoration and 


useum offers look 
at vanishing art 


PROUD PRANCER-— Virginia Warren of Camas helped 
to restore this dappled grey carousel horse to better 
than new condition. She and her husband Wendell are 


sels can be enjoyed at the World 
Forestry Center near OMSI, the 
Willamette Center, the Burlingame 
Burger King and at Seaside, Ore. 

“There are more carousels within 
the city of Portland than any other 
city,” Perron said. 

During Expo "86, however, visitors 
from all over the world can enjoy the 
handiwork of Perron and museum 
volunteers, including the Warrens. 

Wendy has already visited the 
Expo site three times and will help set 
up and run the 54-foot diameter car- 
ousel, It will be located next to the 
Australian pavilion and is on the wa- 
terfront in an open-sided shelter. 

The four chariots the Warrens re- 
stored have seats covered in wine and 
green velvet. On the sides of the char- 
jot, lovers carved from basswood em- 
brace while cherubs lookon. | 

“They say when it's done it’s going 
to be the Cadillac of the carousels, 
said Virginia. oo 

Carol Perron says it’s difficult to 
send the carousel animals away 
knowing those who ride them might 
not always remember how precious 
they are. 

Riders sometimes step on horse's 
prancing legs, hang purses from ears 
or sit on tails and break them. | 

Her advice for all carousel riders: 

“Just treat it like a fine piece of fur- 
niture in your living room, but still be 
able to fantasize and take your trip, 


note the styles of different carvers. 
A display case features objects 
found inside the partially hollow 
carousel animals as they've been 
restored. Among them are tickets, 
a watch and brass rings which 
riders used to grab. 5 
Parking is available at a parking 
lot off Front Street. 
The museum's telephone 
number is (503) 241-2560. 
Group tours can be 


CAROUSEL MUSEUM-—Virginia Warren not only helps in the 
rebuilding of carousels, she also helps out one to two days a 
month at the Carous: 

% These 


RARE DOG -— Not all carousel pieces are horses. This greyhound, 
which is unfinished, is on display in the Carousel Museum in Port- 
land. It was carved by Charles Looff and there are only seven 
known specimens in the United States. 


Museum in Portland since its beginning 
i 
just a few of the 25-30 pieces on di splay 


volunteers with the Portland Carousel Museum and 
have worked preparing a carousel which will delight 


Camas couple helps restore 1907 carousel 


thousands of visitors at Expo ‘86 in Vancouver, British 
Columbia. 


LABOR OF LOVE—Just like the ed ureheads on is 
F - carw ig i 
chariot, Virginia Warren's love for her ee At as she Bsn 
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on the upholstery. Thi: 
complete, ry. This type of work will take her a week fo 
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